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NARRATIVE  

 

 
Narrative 
The City of Medford is an historic suburban city located on the Mystic      
River with several small streams that provided waterpower for early         
industries.  Originally the site of estates owned by Governors Craddock and 
Winthrop, Medford became a town in 1695 and a city in 1892.  The city's     
colonial prosperity was based on being a tidewater seaport with             
shipbuilding and distilling, and Medford was part of the triangle trade.    
There was a significant slave population.  Shipbuilding was begun by        
Thatcher Magoun, using lumber harvested from the Fells and later from New   
Hampshire, which came down on the Middlesex Canal.  At its peak in 1855,    
Magoun's shipyard employed 1,000 men.  Immigrant populations, mostly Irish, 
were also employed in the brick yards and in quarrying Medford granite.     
After the decline of the shipbuilding industry, printed cloth, carpets,     
linseed oil, hats and rum became the major products of the city, as did     
education when Tufts University was founded in 1852.  Fueled by its         
industrial prosperity, Medford grew quickly; between 1870 and 1910 the city 
doubled in population every 20 years.  Residents manufactured shoe-making   
machines, chemicals, covered buttons and brass soda fountains.              
The city retains a rich architectural heritage which includes the           
nationally important Isaac Royall estate as well as Federal, Greek revival  
and Victorian buildings.  The earliest homes remaining in the community are 
the Peter Tufts House of 1678 and the Jonathan Wade House of 1689, but at   
least one outstanding example of each architectural period remains.  There  
are now many suburban neighborhoods in Medford resulting from the rapid and 
dense development which followed the first world war.                       
        (Seal suppFINANCE AND ECby community.  Narrative based on information        
provided by the Massachusetts Historical Commission)                        
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GEOGRAPHY  

 

 
Location  
Eastern Massachusetts, bordered by Everett and Malden on the east, Stoneham on   
the north, Somerville on the south, Arlington on the west, and Winchester on the 
northwest. Medford is 5 miles northwest of Boston, 9 miles southwest of Lynn, 20 
miles south of Lowell, and 223 miles from New York City.  

Total Area: 8.64 sq. miles  
 
Land Area: 8.14 sq. miles  
 
Population: 57,407  
 
Density: 7,052 per sq. mile  
 
Climate 
(National Climatic Data Center) 
 
(Boston WSO Station)  
   Normal temperature in January.....28.6°F   
   Normal temperature in July........73.5°F   
   Normal annual precipitation.......41.5"    

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates  
   Boston North, Lexington                                                          

Regional Planning Agency 
   Metropolitan Area Planning Council                           

Metropolitan Statistical Area  
(1993 Definition) 
   Boston                           
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GOVERNMENT  

 

 
Municipal Offices 
   Main Number: (781) 396-5500 
Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
 

Form of Government 
   Mayor-Council                              

Year Incorporated 
   As a town: 1630   
   As a city: 1892                                        

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994) 
 
                         Number     %   
   Total Registered       29,253    
         
 
   Democrats              14,989    51.2  % 
   Republicans             2,422     8.3  % 
   Other parties               9     0.0  % 
   Unenrolled Voters      11,833    40.5  % 

Legislators 

Senators and Representatives by City and Town 
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/telidx.htm
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/legis/citytown.htm
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HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 

 

 
Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)- 
Town Stats - Free market Statistics 
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998) 
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory  

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal 
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units 
in certain eligible subsidized developments. 

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999) 

 
   Conventional State:      377        
   Conventional Federal:    481   

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999) 
   State (MRVP:              35      
   Federal (Section 8):     586               
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http://www.thewarrengroup.com/home/ts


TRANSPORTATION 

 

 
TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS  
   Medford is situated in the Greater Boston Area, which has excellent rail,   
   air, and highway facilities. State Route 128 and Interstate Route 495       
   divide the region into inner and outer zones, which are connected by        
   numerous "spokes" providing direct access to the airport, port, and         
   intermodal facilities of Boston.                                            

Major Highways 
   Principal highways are State Route 28 and Interstate Route 93 running N-S.  

Rail  
   Commuter rail service is available from West Medford to North Station,      
   Boston. Travel time: 11-12 minutes; 30 MBTA parking spaces. MBTA subway     
   service is available on the Orange Line at Wellington Station (11 min. to   
   Downtown Crossing; 1,253 parking spaces). The Springfield Terminal Railway  
   offers freight service to Medford. Contact number: (508) 663-1073           

Bus  
   Medford is a member of the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority       
   (MBTA).  There is fixed route service within neighboring communities and to 
   Wellington Station and the Orange Line.  The MBTA also provides THE RIDE, a 
   paratransit service for the elderly and disabled.  Hudson Bus Lines         
   provides service within the confines of Medford.                            

Other  
   Medford has a 4' channel on the Mystic River which goes into Boston Inner   
   Harbor.  The city is within a short distance to the Boston docks, railroad  
   and bus terminals, as well as Logan International Airport, providing        
   excellent land, sea and air carrier service.                                
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CULTURE AND RECREATION 

 

 
LIBRARIES 
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog  
MUSEUMS 
(American Association of Museums)  
   Royall House                                                      
   15 George Street                                                  
   (781) 396-9032 
   Tufts University Art Gallery                                      
   Aidekman Arts Center                                              
   (781) 627-3518 
    

RECREATION 
 
Telephone Numbers for Public Information  
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities) 
Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section 
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http://www.mlin.lib.ma.us/flash3.html
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
http://www.state.ma.us/dem/rec-act.htm


  

MISCELLANEOUS 

 

 
HEALTH FACILITIES 
(Dept. of Public Health 1992) 
 
Hospitals 
   Lawrence Memorial Hospital Of Medford       
   Tufts University Health Service             
    

Long Term Care 
   Courtyard Nursing Care Center               
   Emery Retirement & Convalescent Home        
   Glen Ridge Nursing Care Center              
   Magoun Manor Nursing Home                   
   Winthrop House Nursing Home                 
    

Hospices 
   None 

Rest Homes 
   None 
UTILITIES 
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities 
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source 
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality 
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, 
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has 
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take 
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.  


